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AFRICA 
Tunisia: 593867 - Notre Dame de Carthage Residence (Servants of the Lord and the Virgin of Matara 
$10,000) 
The project seeks to provide for sub-Saharan girls in their 20s, immigrants to Tunisia who have come for 
work studies but have encountered racial and religious discrimination. Some have recourse to prostitution 
to face these problems. The sisters aim to provide a safe home where the girls can live with dignity, have a 
‘family’ helping them meet their basic needs and necessities, pursue their studies, and return safely to their 
native countries. The sisters, responding to their charism of evangelization of the culture, also wish to form 
these young women in faith and life values.  
 
The request includes books and videos to educate young women. The funding will also provide equipment 
for the house, rent, food, and supplies, including hygiene products and cleaning supplies.   
 

Impact: 70 persons benefited from the project; 70 training sessions were part of the 
project 
Despite the pandemic, the sisters had regular weekly formation sessions and organized various 
activities, including retreats, cultural events with musical, artistic, and theatrical presentations, 
English and baking courses, and outings. Some of the girls finished their university studies and 
returned to their countries.  

The sisters recounted the story of their women, caring for one of the residents as she battled 
cancer. They also visit the sick and help them in their needs and are always ready to give of their 
time to help others. 

     

 



 
 
AMERICAS - DOMESTIC 
Pennsylvania: 560681 - Chester Community Coalition (Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia $14,300) 
The city of Chester is a city of 33,500, with more than 36% of the population living in poverty. The 
population is African-American ( 70%), White (16%), and Hispanic (12%). In 2018, the homicide rate was 
almost 15 times as high as in the rest of Delaware County. The severe assault rate was more than four 
times as high. 
 
The Chester Community Coalition (CCC) provides trauma-informed support services to families directly 
affected by violence. The coalition’s immediate goal is to provide two group therapy sessions to build 
resilience and reduce post-traumatic stress in the bereaved and assaulted families. The CCC also provides 
transportation for the families to attend the sessions and a meal shared with the social therapists and 
volunteers who conduct the sessions.   
 

Impact: 163 participants in training events, conferences, or gatherings  
COVID-19 shut down therapy groups in March 2020 and precluded the outreach community events 
for the next 18 months. CCC shifted focus to individual therapy and case management. 
 
For one particular boy, six years old, the art therapy sessions were the first time the child was able 
to get focused attention from adults, addressing his experience with violence. His brother was shot 
at six years old by his adult cousin. At the time, this little brother, three, was in a world of 
confusion. Through various techniques, the child was able to discuss his feelings and begin the 
process of healing.   
 
The CCC could leverage the HFS funding, obtaining assistance from two other community 
organizations in Chester.    
 
CCC’s identified SDG was to promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, 
provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable, and inclusive institutions. 

 
 
AMERICAS - INTERNATIONAL  
Honduras: 621470 - San Francisco de Opalaca Pastoral Center (School Sisters of Notre Dame $12,500) 
We do not often feature an emergency grant in this report. I was touched by this grant report and 
wanted to share it with you.   
 
In November 2020, hurricanes ETA and IOTA hit Honduras’ northern coastal area, causing 
extensive flooding. The victims were lower middle class to very poor, and many lost their jobs 
during the pandemic, having no backup to see them through this crisis. The people needed 
food, clothing, medicine, personal hygiene items, heavy and light cleaning materials, 
mattresses, and bed clothing. The available shelters were inadequate, and many people took 
temporary refuge on the medians of the roads, hoping that they still had a home. Those who 
could return home found that the flooding had destroyed the water systems. In all of this, the 
pandemic threat remains a constant concern. In addition to providing aid to meet their 
immediate physical needs, the sisters wanted to accompany them in the overwhelming task of 
rebuilding their lives. 



 
Impact: 6,300 persons received assistance 
The sisters report: “In the beginning, the greatest challenge was getting to the people because of 
the high waters. Many times we had to go in a small motorboat to reach the communities most 
isolated and affected. With the gradual lowering of the water, clean-up was necessary for their 
health and well-being. The government was doing so little to help in this effort. Many people 
reached out, and working together made the task seem less hopeless.” 
 
“As we continue to meet with them, we can see that they are working hard to organize themselves 
better and speak out to defend their rights. At the minimum, they are not suffering from hunger 
and thirst; they can now focus on the rebuilding necessary for their communities. Many are 
involved with us in reaching out to institutions to try and acquire the needed materials for 
rebuilding the lost homes and repairing those that were damaged. They have found hope.” 
 
The sisters believe needs will be ongoing, and they continue to work with the communities to 
ensure that they receive what they need as they try to rebuild their lives. 

       
 

ASIA, OCEANIA, and EUROPE 
India: 585635 - Holy Cross Olive Hill Girls’ Boarding (Congregation of the Sisters of the Cross of Chavanod 
$20,000) 
Holy Cross Olive Hill Girls’ Boarding school is located in a poor, land-locked state in Northeast India 
with borders on three sides with Bangladesh. The area has high unemployment and extreme poverty. 
Its industrial base is small with low investment from outside. The school and hostel provide a valuable 
option to the low-education standards that the government-run schools offer and the difficulties of 
commuting in the rainy season. The municipal water supply is not clean, is only available at certain 
times, and cannot be used for drinking or cooking. The request included funding for clean water and 
beds and mattresses for the hostel dormitory.   

Impact: 1,658 students, sisters, parents, neighbors, and farmers benefited 
Within two weeks, the company completed the work, making safe drinking water available. One 
could see the joy and happiness of students and the neighboring families of the local community, 
who are the immediate beneficiaries. The manufacturers advised the sisters not to make the bunk 
beds because of the poor ventilation afforded by the low galvanized tin roofing of the mud house. 
The girls enjoy single steel beds with mosquito nets and new mattresses. The monitor reports, “I 
addressed them (the students) once, and while interacting with them, they expressed their joy 
& gratitude, of having a good drinking water source which they cherish in this new academic 
session. They also expressed their joy in having a comfortable bed, making their nights safer 
and more comfortable. As they wake up fresh, they can concentrate and focus better on their 
studies.” 

     
 

Philippines: 612990 - Salvatorian Pastoral Care for Children (Sisters of the Divine Savior $11,600) 
For 20 years, the Salvatorian Pastoral Care for Children (SPCC) office has promoted the protection of 
women, children, and members of the LGBTQIA group through its parish-based child protection program. 



Over the years, the program has evolved tremendously. In this application, the sisters asked for funding for 
the celebration year as the office published a book of the participants’ success stories. The sisters also 
wanted to relieve 150 women and children during the celebratory year.   
 

Impact: 2,806 persons trained as Civil Rights Advocates, and 250 children and their families 
received relief aid 
Two hundred fifty children and their families received relief goods consisting of ten kilos of rice, 
two sets of blankets, 800 grams of coffee, one kilogram of milk, one package of biscuits, 800 grams 
of choco powder, packs of pasta with sauce, and one pail. These beneficiaries come from 
impoverished families in the Archdiocese of Manila, the Archdiocese of Cebu, and the Diocese of 
Alaminos. 
 
The book entitled Care and Protection of Children in the Parish Community: Two Decades of SPCC 
Experience (A Pastoral Strategy for Child Protection in Local Church Communities) was released. The 
publication recounts the SPCC journey from 2001 to 2002, highlighting effective strategies, success 
stories, and the most significant changes and impact on the Basic Ecclesial Communities (BECs) and 
parishes across five dioceses and archdioceses, as well as the lives of children, women, and 
families. During the year, SPCC hosted workshops to train Civil Rights Advocates (CRA), who then 
entered city commissions that support the dignity of at-risk persons in their communities.   

     
  


