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AFRICA 
Liberia: 583990 – Fish Town River Gee Women's Empowerment (Sisters of the Holy Family $10,000) 
In the spirit of their charism, the Holy Family Sisters organized a women's empowerment group in Fish 
Town, River Gee County, in 2005. The Liberian civil war left many women widows to live unbearable lives 
and fend for themselves and their children. The core family values disintegrated. The families of many 
deceased husbands took the properties from the women, so underage girls were forced into early 
marriage, and the rate of suicide among women increased. Against this backdrop, the Holy Family Sisters 
organized the group to assist the women through workshops, seminars, and counseling for women. The 
sisters also designed a project to empower women to provide food for their families and give them the fees 
to send their daughters to school. Sixty-seven (67) women: teenage/single mothers and widows would 
participate in seminars, workshops, town hall meetings, and women's group forums to learn their 
right to own property as prescribed in the Constitution of the Republic of Liberia. In addition, 
counseling sessions assisted the women who were sexually abused. Workshops would also help the 
women learn the skills to maintain a garden and raise small domestic animals to generate income.   

Impact:  160 women benefited from the project.   
The monitor believes that the sisters accomplished their goals. During his visits, he met several 
beneficiaries. "They feel so good about the project and continue to admit that it has brought 
them relief and protection; it opened their eyes to the truth and economically empowered 
them. They are proud to assert that they know their rights." 
 
The sisters shared this story:  Nyemade, a mother of six children, was evicted from a four-
bedroom house by her late husband's brother when her husband died in the war. She lived in a 
makeshift two-bedroom house and could barely pay the rent at the end of the month. The children 
were not going to school, and the mother found it difficult to buy food for the children. Nyemade 
attended the psycho-social counseling sessions; she started a vegetable farm which eventually 
produced a bountiful harvest. Income from selling the vegetables enabled Nyemade to pay the rent 
on time, feed her children, send them to school and provide for their needs. 

       
 
 



ASIA and OCEANIA 
Lebanon:  615952 – Computers for St. Vincent School (Daughters of Charity $19,400) 
The Daughters of Charity have ministered in Beirut since 1847, when it was a small village port with narrow 
sand paths. Their school serves the densely populated area of the city, a community living in poverty fueled 
by lack of employment and social poverty stemming from drug abuse, lack of nutrition, and inadequate 
healthcare. This setting, coupled with the devastating situations of the COVID crises and the Beirut Port 
explosion in August 2020, has made the living situation far worse.  Families struggle to provide food and a 
home for the children. The one place of normalcy is in their school.  The school suffered significant damage 
in the blast. The laptops and accessories were lost. The sisters asked for funding to replace the technology 
so that the sisters could continue their commitment to education in this community.  
 

Impact:  24 teachers and 450 students were impacted by the reinstallation of technology.  
This grant is featured not for the computers but to demonstrate how the HFS grants continue to 
make a difference in communities of underserved populations worldwide. The purchase and 
installation of 25 laptop computers and Internet at St. Vincent School restored student access to 
computers and educational technology, which helped return these children to essential elements 
of modern, high-quality education.   

 
 
 
 
EUROPE 
Spain:  556584 – CSD Early Childhood Care Program (Congregation Santo Domingo $15,000) 
The CSD Care Program supports children and adolescents between the ages of 2 and 15. These are children 
of immigrants who have come to Spain seeking job opportunities to move their families forward. The 
children suffer from malnutrition and lack of healthcare. The project tasks include diagnosing the infants' 
pathologies, assessing the nutritional aspects of children and delivering healthy and balanced meals,  
scheduling vaccination days, and providing hygiene kits and personal clothing to children. 

Impact:  110 children benefited from the hygiene kits, food, and medicines. 
The sisters were able to purchase the materials and assist the children at the center. The pandemic 
made this project much more challenging to administer. Some parents' resistance and apathy made 
this project more difficult to administer.   
 
The monitor noted that "new processes of help and care must be developed because the needs are 
many, and we must have our best resources to respond to these needs." The monitor also noted 
that the beneficiaries would not receive the needed food, clothing, and healthcare if this project 
were not funded.  

 
 



 
 

 
 
LATIN AMERICA 
Peru: 615521 – Prevention of Human Trafficking (Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good 
Shepherd $13,900) 
Following the lead of their foundress, St. Mary Euphrasia, the Good Shepherd sisters believe that "one 
person is of more value than a world." The sisters designed a project to reduce the risks of girls, 
adolescents, women, and vulnerable individuals from being victims of trafficking or suffering the violation 
of their rights.  The project activities include workshops for children, an awareness campaign, a two-day 
anti-trafficking training conference, and other events designed to sensitize the problem population.   

Impact:  708 children and 544 adults benefited from the project, and 1,252 persons participated 
in training events and gatherings.  
The sisters reported a positive change in their congregation and the local community due to the 
project.  They write: "In the communities, parents have become aware that human trafficking is a 
reality and a latent danger in our country. In educational institutions, teachers and Principals have 
taken an interest in the issue, as it is a threat to children and teenagers, especially with the new 
ways of recruiting aggressors, which is why they have included the prevention of trafficking as part 
of their studies plan." 

The monitor reported that participants "shared their favorable impressions on the benefit of the 
project; knowing about human trafficking, how the aggressors behave, the damage it causes to 
children and adolescents, and women; as well as, their enthusiasm, commitment to getting 
involved from their particular reality to prevent people and their communities." 

     
 

     


