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June 2018 
 
Looking at a geographic sampling of our recent grants, we continue our journey, starting with impact, 
following with dollars! 
 
North America:  United States of America, Kansas--397712--Serving the Homeless:  Sisters of Charity of 
Leavenworth 
In 2012, the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth formed a task force to assess the unmet needs of 
homeless persons residing in the Leavenworth community.  This task force included community 
organizations such as social service agencies, government agencies, area churches and other 
community service groups.  Utilizing a model established by another homeless shelter, the Interfaith 
Shelter of Hope was born. The shelter has 29 cots and is staffed by sisters and volunteers who work 
on a rotating basis.  The shelter is open 365 nights a year from 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., providing a safe 
place to sleep for homeless persons.  The shelter collaborates with local law enforcement and 
emergency rooms to provide safe temporary placement when necessary. 
 

IMPACT:   3650 Cot Nights:  Average of 12 persons per night for 12 months 
The HFS funding assisted the shelter to thrive as the sisters addressed the challenges.  The shelter 
is located on the second floor, preventing both clients and volunteers with disabilities from using 
the facility.  The Shelter of Hope responded to the challenges by engaging the community in a 
major campaign to raise funds for a new handicap-accessible building with bathrooms for both 
men and women, as well as laundry facilities for guests.  Within a year, the shelter raised enough 
funds for a new building which was largely built by volunteers.  The new shelter opened on the 
evening of January 22, 2018. 
 
The sisters found that engaging community support is key to success. No one group or 
organization could have made the project work. Over 200 community volunteers from churches, 
social service agencies, city staff, as well as the police and fire department were engaged in 
providing a safe place for the homeless at night. 

       
 
Europe:  Israel--394860--Enhance Early Education for Migrant Children:  Daughters of Charity of St. 
Vincent de Paul 
The Daughters of Charity began to minister in Israel in 1885.  Initially they cared for persons suffering 
from leprosy, orphaned children, and the sick. Since 1975, the sisters have supported numerous 
children and marginalized persons in cooperation with the Israeli Ministry of Affairs.  This request 
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supports the St. Vincent’s Kindergarten program that serves 150 vulnerable Palestinian and 
Ethiopian children, ages six months to four years. The families of these children live in the poorest 
quarters where more than a third of the families live below the poverty line. 
 
In order to meet government standards for education, the sisters needed to move their school to an 
alternate location.  The sisters requested beds, baby walkers, baby fencing and gates, as well as 
materials and educational tools to utilize this new space effectively to meet the children's 
educational, social and developmental needs and provide a solid educational base that these 
children might not otherwise obtain. 
 

IMPACT:   150 migrant pre-school underprivileged children from East Jerusalem 
With the funding, the sisters were able to set up a nurturing environment for the children 
living in East Jerusalem.  The sisters have received very positive feedback from the grateful 
parents and have had an increase of requests for other children to attend St. Vincent.  

    
 

South America/Caribbean:  Nicaragua--389445--Strengthening of Technical Classes at Infant Jesus of 
Prague School:  Carmelite Missionary Sisters 
The Congregation of Carmelite Missionaries has conducted the Technical School of Infant Jesus of 
Prague, in the region of Chiquilistagua, Nicaragua since 1990.  The priority of the school is to work with 
children and young people of low income and provide services supporting their integral development. 
 
The school provides formal education from pre-school to high school and offers a regular educational 
program as well as technical classes in the afternoon.  All students graduate with a high school diploma 
and approved technical courses accepted by the institutions and companies in Nicaragua.  On Saturdays, 
the school offers English courses to members of the community. 
 
This project has three primary components:  

1. To expand and strengthen the technical component (accounting and computers) and the 
English courses.  In Nicaragua, there are new opportunities for young people who have 
taken courses in English or computers.  The school needed additional resources not only 
for the students but for the teachers as well. 

2. To provide psychological therapy for the students and families.  “We recognize that a 
healthy emotional state is necessary for the success of the students and for the families.  
Also, we can provide our high school students with vocational orientation so that they can 
be clear on what are the abilities and skills they possess and what those that they could 
potentiate.” 

3. To provide after school activities such as school band and sports, providing the students 
healthy options in their lives. When the students are involved in healthy activities, there is 
less danger of involving themselves in criminal activities. 

 

IMPACT:   2500 students and parents served 
“Our school is becoming a model because of the technical courses we offer.  With the new 
resources, English teachers are more motivated and have more confidence in their teaching.  Our 
English courses are giving our students the possibility of paying their way to college. The 
individual and group therapy and parenting workshops make our work more effective and 
integral. Strengthening the technology laboratory also provides a stronger computer program. 
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The band and sports opportunities provide our youth the opportunity to live a healthier lifestyle 
and not get involved in other activities that can harm them.” 

             
 

Africa:  South Africa--384242--Disaster and Humanitarian Response Program:  Little Sisters of Jesus 
The Catholic Welfare and Development (CWD) center seeks to address social issues in the vulnerable 
and marginalized communities located in the western cape of South Africa.  With a network of 
community centers located strategically in the communities, the CWD is able to respond quickly to 
the needs in the community.  The residents of the informal communities scattered in the area live in 
makeshift dwellings, and 74% of the households have a monthly income of R3200 (USD 225) or less.  
The combined effect of the severe drought and the depreciation of the country’s currency increased 
the cost of food by 9.8% in 2016, contributing to an increase in the food insecurity of the residents.  
Additionally, Cape Town is the “fire” capital.  In recent years, changes in weather patterns have 
increased the number of fires in the area.  In 2015, there were 1118 fires reported in the informal 
settlements affecting thousands of residents.  The sisters working with the center asked for a grant to 
purchase and distribute emergency relief kits to assist some of the affected families.   

 

IMPACT:   1789 people 
The sisters made and distributed emergency kits to 514 shack-dwelling households (1603 people) 
who had lost their homes and belongings through fire or flooding disasters.  These kits included a 
range of non-perishable food items, essential toiletries and basic school materials for the 
children.  The kits enabled the families to survive for a brief period in which they had no resources 
whatsoever.  In 2017, they also distributed emergency kits to an additional 55 households (186 
people) who, while not victims of fire or flood, were in crisis and in dire need of basic sustenance. 
Verbal and written feedback from the beneficiaries and others in their communities indicates that 
the center provided critical relief to those in the greatest need and helped to restore their dignity 
and their hope.  “Our biggest challenge faced was reaching some of those who needed the help 
most.  There are no roads to some areas.”  They found that networking with other governmental 
groups and NGOs enabled them to have access to additional people in need.  

        
 

 
India:  Goa--343774--Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse:  Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
The Sisters in Goa accepted the challenge of ensuring the care, support and protection to children 
living in the slums of Bardez and many surrounding areas.  Currently, the sisters have 253 registered 
children under their care, many affected by HIV/AIDS.  
 
Child sexual exploitation and trafficking is not a new phenomenon in Goa, and these children are a 
target.  Because of child trafficking, these children are likely to suffer from anxiety, depression, and 
post-traumatic stress disorder.  The cycle of trafficking is often inexhaustible.  In particular, the sexual 
exploitation of female child prostitutes has a long history. 
 
The sisters proposed a project providing services to around 750 vulnerable children, protecting them 
from abuse and trafficking.  The comprehensive project includes a variety of services for the abused 
and trafficked children including awareness programs, follow up sessions, and individual counseling.  
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Project staff and other stakeholders also participate in awareness programs as well as training and 
preventive sessions for teenage school dropouts.  The illiterate parents of migrants are also included in 
the sessions. 
 

IMPACT:   1573 children and young adults attended group sessions; 5000 persons received 
POCSO (Protection of Children from Sexual Abuses) training.  Unbelievable?   
During the 12-month period, the project accomplished the following:  

1. Provided awareness sessions for young adults from 12 vulnerable areas and eight 
slums 

2. Identified and provided services for 896 vulnerable children below 18 years  
3. Held 33 group sessions for 667 children from nine institutes, seven schools and two 

boarding schools 
4. Sponsored four intensive training sessions for the staff and volunteers on “what is 

child abuse" per law, the types of abuses, and steps for law enforcement  
5. Identified four cases of child abuse, assisted them through counseling and involved 

law enforcement 
6. Educated over 5000 adults and other stakeholders about POCSO Act of 2012 

formulated by Indian government 
7. Provided four medical camps for about 120 children, providing proper medical 

checkups and medicine 
 

The sisters reported that the networking with local and governmental programs having the 
same interests magnified the effect of the programs.  The monitor believes that the sisters 
made a difference in the local area.   

          
 

Asia/Pacific:  Australia--338287--Skills Workshop for Sudanese Migrants:  Daughters of Mary Help of 
Christians 
The Salesian Sisters serve the refugees and migrants from the Republic of Sudan and South Sudan.  Most 
of these families have fled their country after experiencing war and trauma, with nothing but the clothes 
on their backs.  They resettled in Western Sydney within the low socio-economic suburbs of Blacktown, 
St. Mary's and Penrit.  The refugees experience a high rate of unemployment.  The sisters provide 
counseling, vocational training, personal development and referral programs for the young people and 
requested funding for a two-day workshop for the young adults who would like to gain access to 
employment and further education opportunities.  The workshop includes the development of 
leadership and employment skills, group dynamics and mental health issues.  

 

IMPACT:   250 Young-adult Sudanese Migrants      
The monitor reported that many of the young-adult clients received suitable employment 
opportunities and practical assistance to ease into the workplace.   Several young people with 
identified leadership potential subsequently attended a youth leadership conference in 
Melbourne and are already utilizing their newfound skills and enthusiasm in their local context. “I 
have personally witnessed their enthusiasm and leadership in action.” One young person 
reported, “I was shy at first but by the end of the week, what I learned and took away helped 
me.” 
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The sisters invited various community groups and providers to give presentations to the youth 
during the workshop.  The networked approach provided many opportunities for the young 
people.   

       
 

 


